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Farmers’ Market Nutrition and Coupon Project  

Farmers’ Market Regional Partner 

Criteria for Participation 

2009 

The Farmers' Market Nutrition & Coupon Project (FMNCP) is a provincial initiative of the BC Association of Farmers Markets (BCAFM).  The purpose of the FMNCP is to increase access to fresh BC-produced farm products for low-income pregnant women and low income families with children, complement existing cooking and skill building programs (CSB) and expand the awareness, use of and sales at BCAFM member farmers’ markets. 

The FMNCP started as a pilot project in 2007 in 5 communities around British Columbia, running for 15 weeks.  In 2008, the project expanded to 10 communities and to 17 weeks.  2009 will see 15 communities participating in a 17 week season.

How the project works

Three communities in each regional health authority will  be selected to participate in the 2009 season. BCAFM member Farmers’ Markets are matched with one or more community agencies running a cooking and skill building program for low income families with children &/or low income pregnant women.  The coupons are distributed weekly to the participating families as part of their cooking & skill building programs.  Families are able to use the coupons to purchase qualifying foods: market fresh fruits, vegetables, meat, eggs, dairy, fish, poultry, nuts and fresh cut herbs.  The coupons are treated like cash, but no change is given should the purchase fall below the value of the coupon(s) used.  Vendors are cashed out at the end of each Market.  A cash advance is provided to each participating Market to facilitate the cashing out of vendors.

Participating markets are required to provide weekly online reports.  This is an important element to the ongoing evaluation of the FMNCP, measuring success and addressing challenges as they arise.  Failure to complete weekly online reports and submit coupons for redemption in a timely manner could result in the Market being removed from the Farmers' Market Nutrition & Coupon Project.

Participating markets will receive a $575 honorarium.  The honorarium may be used at the discretion of the Market.

Deadline for Applications – April 7, 2009

Applications will be accepted in Word document via email only.  

Mac users please ensure your document is saved in a PC friendly format.

Farmers’ Market Regional Partner 

Criteria for Participation 

2009

As you read below, please check off whether your Farmers' Market can fulfill each requirement

	Yes
	No
	Criteria

	
	
	Be Member of the BC Association of Farmers’ Markets in good standing.

	
	
	Comply with the BCAFM standards regarding the operation of a farmers’ market in BC.

	
	
	Have a fixed schedule of operation, with a minimum of one day per week and three hours per day for a minimum of 17 weeks during the FMNCP period of operation (June 20-October 10, 2009).

	
	
	Operate at a designated location, which has been approved for use as a farmers’ market during the FMNCP period of operation (June 20-October 10, 2009 ).

	
	
	Exist as, or be sponsored by, an organization such as a non-profit agency. The market should have an organizational structure, including a name, and be able to indicate the support of the sponsoring organization. The sponsoring organization may be an unincorporated association, not-for-profit corporation, co-operative corporation, municipal corporation, government agency, public authority, private corporation, or private individual.

	
	
	Have a designated manager – paid or unpaid.

	
	
	All eligible market vendors will participate.

	
	
	Supply a sufficient volume and variety of high quality BC-grown fresh vegetables and fruits to meet the nutrition needs of coupon recipients. Preference will be given to markets that also are able to offer BC produced eggs, meat, fish and dairy products.

	
	
	Markets with the greater number of farmers with eligible farm product will be given preference.

	
	
	Eligible products: fruits, vegetables, meat, eggs, dairy, nuts, and fresh cut herbs.

	
	
	Ensure that FMNCP signage is clearly displayed on the outside of each eligible vendor's stall at each market.  Signage will be provided.

	
	
	Participate in a one-day mandatory regional orientation workshop.  Travel and related expenses will be provided by BCAFM.

	
	
	Participate in 3 regional conference calls on the following dates: July 15, September 2, October 10, 2009.

	
	
	Document and provide weekly on-line reports on coupon redemption and any issues arising.  Forms will be provided.

	
	
	Access to computer and internet connection for mandatory weekly on-line reporting.

	
	
	Participate in an evaluation of the FMNCP.


Farmers’ Market Regional Partner 

Application for Participation 

2009

Market:

Name of Organization or Non-Profit Society:

Market Manager:

Phone:

Cell phone:

Email:

Mailing address:

Physical location of Market(s):

Has your market participated in the FMNCP previously?

What year?

Schedule of operation?

· Day of operation: 

· Hours of operation:

· Length of Season:

· Opening date:

· Closing date:

· Special events:

Are you a Member of the BC Association of Farmers’ Markets in good standing

□ yes

□ no

If no, please visit www.bcfarmersmarket.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bcfarmersmarket.org/"
org for membership application.

Please tell us about your Market:

How long has your market been in operation?

Number of staff – please indicate paid or volunteer:


What are their defined roles?


Which staff member/volunteer will be responsible for managing the FMNCP program for your market?

Number of volunteers:

Please tell us about your community:

Do you have existing relationships with any cooking & skill building programs?  Please describe:

Do you have existing relationships with any other community organizations?  Please describe:

Is your market accessible by public transportation?

Does your market have any unique traits that market it family friendly?

Average number of vendors total:

Average number of produce (fruit & veg) vendors:


High season:


Low season:

Average number of meat vendors:

Average number of dairy vendors:

Average number of fish vendors:

Average number of egg vendors:

Name:






Date:

If you have any questions, please contact:

Paula Luther, Project Manager – bcafmcoupon@gmail.com or 604-254-4512.

       Application deadline: April 7, 2009 @ 5pm

       Applications will be accepted in Word document format only via email.  Submit completed applications to:

      paula luther

      Project Manager

      bcafmcoupon@gmail.com

All Markets will be notified in writing via email  by May 25, 2009 of the status of their application.

www.bcfarmersmarket.org


